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The Honorable Loretta Lynch
Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

Dear Attorney General Lynch:

As members of the House Committee on the Judiciary, we write to ask that you
investigate allegations of criminal misconduct surrounding the $25,000 donation from the
Donald J. Trump Foundation to Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi.

We understand the operative facts to include the following: It has been reported that
Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi personally solicited a political contribution from
Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump while her office deliberated joining an
investigation of fraud at Trump University.! A political organization backing Mrs. Bondi’s
reelection reported receiving a $25,000 donation from the Donald J. Trump Foundation on
September 17, 2013—just four days after her office announced it might join a New York state
probe of Trump University and its affiliates.” At least one of Mr. Trump’s family members also
donated to her campaign.” After receiving these funds, Mrs. Bondi declined to further
investigate Mr. Trump’s business interests.’

This fact pattern indicates that these payments may have influenced Mrs. Bondi’s official
decision not to participate in litigation against Mr. Trump. A number of criminal statutes would
appear to be implicated by this course of conduct, including the following:

! See, e.g., Jeff Horowitz et al., Florida AG asked Trump for donation before nixing fraud case, ASSOCIATED PRESS,
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= 18 U.S.C. § 201(b) — pertaining to unlawful bribery schemes.

= 18 U.S.C. §§ 1341, 1343, and 1346 — pertaining to bribery schemes that deprive
constituents of the honest services of public officials.

v 26U.S.C. § 7206 and 18 U.S.C. § 1001 — concerning a deliberate failure to disclose the
transfer of funds by a non-profit foundation to the Internal Revenue Service, under
penalty of perjury.

Therefore, our concemns extend beyond Mr. Trump’s violation of tax laws. We note that
he has already paid a $2,500 penalty to the Internal Revenue Service and refunded his foundation
$25,000.°

We also note that this allegation—that Mr. Trump bribed a Florida state official to protect
his business interests—is consistent with Mr. Trump’s own statements about using money to
influence politics. In a 2015 interview with the Wall Street Journal, he justified his actions this
way: “As a businessman and a very substantial donor to very important people, when you give,
they do whatever the hell you want them to do.”® He was even more direct at campaign stop
earlier this year: “I’ve given to everybody. Because that was my job. I gotta give to them. ...

Because when I want something, I get it. When I call, they kiss my ass.””

In recent days, there has been an increasingly urgent call for the Department of Justice to
examine these alleged crimes by a number of editorial boards, including the Tampa Bay Times,
the Sun Sentinel, and the Washington Post. (“Feds should investigate Bondi-Trump
connection;”® “Public deserves facts in Bondi-Trump controversy;” “The Pam Bondi case
shows Trump is more hustler than businessman.”lo)

For all the foregoing reasons, we respectfully ask that you examine these allegations.

Thank you for your prompt consideration of this matter.
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